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Mission:
Promote responsible outdoor motorized recreation 
through ethics education and stewardship projects.

Goal:
Balance the needs of the people who enjoy outdoor 
recreation with our need to maintain healthy 
ecosystems and thriving populations of fish and 
wildlife.

INTRODUCTION WHAT IS TL!?

National 501(c) (3) nonprofit

Being responsible
doesn’t mean    
being boring.

Tread Lightly! keeps
America’s outdoor  
recreation areas 
beautiful, healthy 
and accessible.
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Education
TL! CAMPAIGNS

Our programs help address pressing recreation issues and 
educate users on responsible recreation.

What's the difference?
Each program is dedicated to specific issues and recreation 
types but they all fall under the Tread Lightly! brand offering 
in-person and virtual education opportunities.

Whether you see RIDE ON or Respected Access is Open 
Access, remember TREAD LIGHTLY! and the T.R.E.A.D. 
Principles are the main message.



The RIDE ON Designated Roads, Trails and Areas focuses 
on education and stewardship of motorized recreation.

Respected Access is Open Access helps protect and 
enhance recreation access and opportunities through 

education and stewardship.

A public awareness campaign to eliminate the looting 
and vandalism of archaeological, historical and 

paleontological resources.

The Tread Trainer program is designed to train 
participants in innovative, practical methods of 

spreading outdoor ethics to the public with a curriculum 
specifically focused on motorized and mechanized 

recreation.

Introduce your kids to Lightfoot and friends. Find 
resources, downloads, and stories to engage your kids or 

classes in the Tread Lightly! mission.

Tread Lightly!’s signature stewardship initiative, 
Restoration for Recreation™, protects and maintains 

recreation opportunities by repairing roads, trails and 
bridges, improving maps and signage and access points, 

and revitalizing dilapidated recreational facilities.



T.R.E.A.D. PRINCIPLES
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STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS

New signage 
Freshen signage 
Construct fencing 
Install  gates 
Clear brush
Trash cleanups

Keep access open 
Enhance safety 
Protect resources 
Build community 
Make friends 
Learn skills



Stewardship
PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE!

Practicing the T.R.E.A.D. Lightly Principles means being a good steward of 
America’s Public Lands. Do Your Part by joining our volunteers and partners 
all across the country to help keep trails open and healthy. If there is a local
area that we haven’t gotten to yet that could use some TLC (Tread Lightly!

Care), let us know and we’ll work to lend a hand.

Volunteers Maintenance Cleanups
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Communications
M OTO RI Z E D RE C RE AT I O N STO RYT E L L I N G

Social Media 
Video Tips 
PSAs
Rack Cards 
Hang Tags 
Trail Kiosks



OR
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TL! AND LNT HAVE SIMILAR MISSIONS, 
BUT WE'RE ON DIFFERENT TRAILS.

TREAD LIGHTLY!
MOTORIZED

Focuses on high impact
motorized recreation.

LEAVE NO TRACE
N O N -M OTO RIZED

Focuses on low impact
recreation.
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PARTNERS
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PRO T E C T I N G Y O U R A C C E S S

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT
MATT@TREADLIGHTLY.ORG
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